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Current Forest Service Perspective on UAS 

ÅSeveral UAS missions conducted in recent years 
ïOperational, research and demonstration/evaluation 

ÅAgency leadership recognizes the potential and 
importance of UAS operations 
ïFire management 

ïLaw enforcement 

ïResearch 

ïForest health 

ī Resource mapping/inventory 

ī Engineering 

ī Communications 



Current Forest Service Perspective on UAS 

ÅUAS in the context of 
agency manned aircraft 
program 
ïAugment, not replace 

ïIdentify niche applications 

ïTechnology transfer benefits 

 



Current Forest Service UAS Policy 

ÅUAS are considered the same as manned aircraft 
(FSM 5713.7) 
ï Acquisition 

ï Carding of pilots/aircraft  

ï Inspections 

ï Maintenance 

ÅAgency requirements to utilize UAS (FS NASMP) 
ïCoordination with WO F&AM UAS technical contact and RAO  

ï Completion and approval of USFS and FAA documentation/procedures 

ÅAgency aviation policy and procedure reviews 
are needed  
ïRecommendations to facilitate UAS program development and 

operational implementation 

ī Avionics 

ī Training  

ī Operations 



Forest Service UAS Committee 

ÅCommittee scope/focus areas: 
ïAssess implications of UAS policy decisions on the current or 

proposed manned aircraft programs 

ïRisk assessment of any proposed UAS operations 

ïUAS strategic planning 

ÅCharter developed and committee organized in 
early CY2012 
ïMembership representation from USFS deputy and staff areas 

ïCharter to be signed soon 

ÅMeeting schedule 
ïFirst meeting: February 28 - March 1, 2012 

ïNext meeting: March 23, 2012 



Forest Service UAS Committee 

ÅCommittee objectives: 

ïAgency aviation policy review/recommendations 

ÅRelated to the acquisition and operational use of UAS and 
associated technologies. 

ïDevelop agency UAS mission protocols 

ÅTo conduct requisite interim UAS missions and inform 
future operational use of UAS. 

ïPrepare agency UAS guidance documentation 

ÅCommunication plan, strategic plan, and risk assessment 
documentation 


